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Tarkington, Booth. Kate Fennigate. Doubleday, Doran. 


May 21, 1943. 359p. $2.50. 


Kate Fennigate portrayal the influence that women 
exert the lives men: the influence woman who 
loves man, and woman who loves only herself. 
From Tarkington’s point view, which offers rather 
exaggerated slant, man rather helpless himself, his 
strength and weakness being attributed the character 
the woman whom attracted—at the moment. 


Kate Fennigate the author’s conception strong and 
noble woman. introduces her child intent im- 
proving conditions her own home which was dull and 
uninteresting because the lack sympathy between 
her father and mother. Kate devoted her father 
who wishes only the best for his daughter but who never- 
theless grieves her his over-indulgence drink and 
his attentiveness the woman who lives across the street. 
Kate certain that her father could star the legal 
profession his home environment were more congenial. 
Mrs. Fennigate dies, and fulfillment promise made 
her mother her deathbed, Kate and her father take 
abroad, trip that had been planned since the night 
her graduation when her mother suddenly realized 
how little she had done for her daughter during her years 
“growing up”. Kate glad the opportunity 
away for she has secretly fallen love with her cousin’s 
husband, and her father, heartbroken, not because his 
wife’s death, but because the adored Mrs. Capper has 
also welcomes the trip. 


Mr. Fennigate dies during the prolonged trip and Kate 
returns home few years older and certain that she has 
outgrown her feeling for Ames Lanning. She has plans 
accepting promising position the business world 
but her Aunt Daisy, very headstrong and willful woman, 
induces her remain the old family house with cousin 
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Mary and Ames and their young daughter, Celia, who 
completely out the control her frail mother. Kate 
remains and assumes the burdens the turbulent house- 
hold, only because she determined relieve Ames 
the domineering influence Aunt Daisy who stands 
the way his making promising change business 
relations, simply because she has personal grudge against 
the firm that has offered the advancement. Kate does 
everything her power make Ames assert himself, but 
consideration the wife who would not dare cross 
her mother prevents his doing so. Kate finally has her 
own way, but only after Mary dies and Aunt Daisy 
her grief attempts suicide and bedridden for the rest 
her life. 


Ames steadily progresses but his success attracts another 
woman, the beautiful and ambitious Laila Capper whom 
Kate has known since their schooldays, the daughter 
the woman who had “lived across the street”. Ames 
infatuated with the glamorous Laila, who, less fickle 
than her mother, breaks her engagement with him 
marry his more prosperous friend, Tuke Speer. Kate and 
Ames marry and happily, attaining few years 
enviable position the community. 


Laila especially envious, Tuke’s ambitions have not 
been stimulated his marriage, and his selfish wife makes 
another attempt win Ames from Kate. The story 
tense for while but Kate sees that everything works 
out happily. She complies with the wish her husband 
who, flattered Laila’s assumed pose trustful depend- 
ence, begins resent his wife’s capable direction his 
affairs, and requests that permitted think for 
himself. Subtly, however, Kate brings about Tuke’s pro- 
motion that once again Laila’s ambitions for promi- 
nence are satisfied and peace restored the Lanning 
family. 
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Tarkington Colver Greenwood 


The story interestingly and naturally told. The author 
is, however, extreme his typing characters. Kate 


unbelievably uncanny her knowledge what 


bad for everyone concerned, and her ability im- 
mediately discern every situation. Laila, too, overdrawn 
the point being more ridiculous than cunning, and 
the men are impossible. man real worth could 
possibly dependent the type motivation exerted 
Kate Fennigate Laila Capper. Aunt Daisy and 
Kate’s mother are more readily understandable, and most 
the minor characters are aptly introduced. Like all 
Tarkington’s novels, this one recommended for 
general reading. 


Literary Guild---June Selection 


Colver, Anne. Mr. Lincoln’s Wife. Farrar and Rinehart, 
Inc. May 20, 1943. $2.50. 


Anne Colver this volume has not hit the mark. Per- 
haps her subject was too much handicap, for 
obvious purpose) the frail foundation mediocre, 
shallow, pathetic Mary Todd Lincoln. any case the 
book distinctly lacking power and depth. There are 
indeed few stray ghosts artistic opportunities into 
which Jane Austen Margaret Mitchell might have 
put some flesh and blood. One these opportunities 
the situation which the Southern wife the Civil War 
President finds herself after 1860: the butt 
calumny and ridicule which her own vanity, tactlessness, 
and financial extravagance has done much arouse. But 
the tragic touch the artist missing, and the story 
comes out thin. 


Yet the book not unpleasant reading one regards 
kind blueprint the novel which very great 
craftsman might have evoked out this unpromising 
material. runs along smoothly and chattingly despite 
its propensity anemia, and even soothing and restful 
spots, one does not question too much. Mrs. 
husband, though only moderately well drawn, 
does much redeem the story; and Willie and Tad are 
excellent child-portraits. 


Not particularly recommended, except perhaps for junior 
readers, mildly helpful introduction the historical 


novel. 
Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Greenwood, Robert. The Squad Goes Out. Bobbs Mer- 
May 1943. 318p. $2.50. 


The Squad Goes Out, because the infinitely human 
message courage and love that brings, one the 
few war stories well worth “Greater love than 
this hath man, than that lay down his life for 
And that essentially what the workers 
did bomb-blitzed London during the fiery days 1940. 
The normally all-engrossing pursuits every day life laid 
aside, men and women, utter strangers intellectually, so- 
cially and economically, found common denominator 
the humanity which their work rescue. 
Eew tales more thoroughly permeated with the funda- 
mental essentials humanity will sired the present 


SELLERS 


war and fewer still will written with the quietly re- 
strained yet masterly touch which Robert Greenwood has 
achieved the present book. 


The squad composed Chester Browning (Brownie), 
idealistic young architect, Jennie aspiring 
young chorine still innocent and fresh, the cockney Charlie 
Lawson, unsuccessful misfit and constant grumbler 
and finally Bill Battersby, and somewhat 
Shylock business still the spirit who gave cohesive- 
ness and purpose the activities the squad. the 
story opens Brownie, Jennie and Lawson make the 
squad. which. is. engaged and inefficient 
practice that. are the usual grumbling and 
can’t attitudes but all that sloughs off ab- 
ruptly when the first German raids give foretaste the 
nightmares follow. Bill abandons, somewhat 
reluctantly, his multifarious business pursuits 
the squad which soon achieves efficiency its grisly work 
among the people Bermondsey, semi-slum district 
London, which the home all but Brownie. 


Brownie, Lawson are all partially dissatisfied 
with their ordinary ‘positions and all have aspirations for 
bettering themselves. During the course the story all 
are offered opportunity realize these aspirations and 
the same time leave London and its terror without pre- 


judice their self-respect. Brownie presented the 


opportunity marrying his employer’s daughter, becom- 
ing partner the firm, moving the country and 
engaging essential work designing bomb shelters; Jennie 
offered the long sought engagement musical revue 
intended for military entertainment; Lawson escaped un- 
hurt from bombing which wiped out his family and 
which was thought have been killed, thus having 
chance leave London quietly and engage war work 
whereby can earn enough buy the quiet country inn 
desires. Thus each one meets temptation which can 
easily reconciled with conscience but each his own 
way chooses the path higher duty and remains the 
job rescue work where feels that most needed. 


Not too much need said about the various incidents 
the plot—the main characters reach their cross-roads and 
make their decisions amid the terror that was London 
during the blitz and then quietly performing their 
heroic work until all but Battersby are killed direct 
hit their ambulance. Two love stories, the one serious, 
the other provide comic relief, are woven deftly into 
the main pattern the finally perceives 
reality discarding his infatuation for useless girl 
discover real love for Jennie while Bill his longing for 
home discovers virtue Mrs. Dawlish, slightly shrewish 


housekeeper for the Dadds. the story ends new 


squad, similar all but name, comes forward take 
the places those who had gone. Another character, 
not member the squad, plays prominent role 
the Jennie lives with her uncle, Mr. Dadds, 
eccentric watchmaker and slightly confused mystic, who 
enunciates one the major ideas the book when 
says: “And this life were all his instinct 
would above all else cling life here and guard 
his greatest prize. Only immortal spirit could know 
anything for which was willing cast the world away.” 
Mr.. confusion lies the fact that perceives 
only dimly the notion immortality and fails see 
its true proper relationship the life 
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man. Mr. Dadds also sees the need inner spirit 
and the uselessness hatred for enemies also Jennie 
and Brownie. 


story human courage and love actual operation 
The Squad Goes Out may recommended for all classes 
readers above the high school level. 


Crime Club---June Selection 


Knight, Kathleen Moore. Trademark Traitor. Crime 
Club, Doubleday, Doran. June 1943. 297p. $2.00. 


Nick Duane and Martha Cleves were waiting the 
consul’s office Panama City when they heard groan 
the next room. dying man confided their care 
scrap lottery ticket. must find the vendor. 
Pedro Aguirre—on Salsipuedes. will give you pack- 
age. Deliver it—instructions.” minute later his final 
words were, “Gregorio Saltano—”; then died. 


Before the pair reached Pedro, had been murdered; 
every future step became more complicated, with murder 
various shapes always nearby. The sign green 
serpent, trademark traitor, the package and else- 
where constantly recurs and ingeniously worked into 
the solution. The theme one international intrigue, 
swiftly paced. Weakest point: Nick’s immediate infatua- 
tion with Anita Caldas. Suitable for adults. 


Saint Exupéry, Antoine de. The Little Prince. Reynal 
Hitchcock. April 1943. $2.00. 


certain touch whimsy has always marked the writing 
Antoine Saint Exupéry and even more apparent 
his latest effort, The Little Prince, outright fantasy 
which attempts illustrate several simple but basic 
ideas means allegory which not always too clear. 
Again the past Monsieur Saint has used 
good effect simplicity ideas and technique achieve 
beauty style and forcefulness expression. Lending 
even greater clegree charm the book are numerous 
done the author and extremely worth- 
while. 


The story itself short and simple—about six years ago 
Saint Exupéry, because engine trouble, made forced 
landing the desert North Africa and was confronted 
with the problem effecting repairs within the limited 
amount time his water supply would allow. While 
working the engine was startled the apparition 
golden-haired boy with whom conversed 
numerous topics and whom came love within the 
next several days. This little prince lived asteroid 
B-612, minisculely miniature planetoid with three vol- 
canoes and rose—a rose the fairest and rarest all 
flowers the little prince because was the only one 
its kind his world. But the rose was proud and its 
pride ruined the serenity the little Prince’s life that 
set out travel from place place find what was 
worthwhile life. his travels from planetoid 
planetoid investigated various aspects humanity 
the persons king, tippler, conceited man, busi- 
nessman, lamp-lighter and scholar. found that 
those queer grown-ups confuse things busying them- 
selves with non-essentials and failing see the really im- 


Knight Saint Exupéry Kenyon 


portant things life understood only children and 
those who are simple spirit. Earth the prince met 
fox who revealed him the secret happiness 
resting the responsibility caring for those love 
uniquely and the idea that “it only with the heart 
that one can see rightly; what essential invisible 
the eye”. Shortly thereafter Saint Exupéry completes 
his engine repairs and the little prince returns, via death, 
his planetoid and the flower loves 
leaves gives Saint Exupéry present earnest 
that their love not completely lost. men have the 
stars—but they are not the same things for different 
people. For some, who are travelers, the stars are guides. 
For others they are more than little lights the sky. 
For others, who are scholars, they are problems. For 
businessman they were wealth. But all these stars are 
silent. You—you alone—will have the stars one 
else has them—” because “In one the stars shall 
living. one them shall laughing. And 
will all the stars were laughing, when you look 
the sky night. you—will have stars 
that can laugh.” 


addition the major ideas love and simplicity 
life there are several other worthwhile concepts, such 
devotion duty and evil being the fault the individual, 
presented. his attempts achieve simplicity and 
have the reader discover meanings for himself the author 
tends leave one somewhat uncertain due his scanty 
treatment these points. However perusal this book 
might start many worthwhile train thought and 
can freely recommended. Children and adolescents 
may well miss most the content matter. 


Kenyon, Theda. The Golden Feather. 
May 24, 1943. 390p. $2.75. 


Beginning the muck and tarnished tinsel the London 
Charles (1638) and ending the muck and ashes 
Virginian Indian raid The Golden Feather, purporting 
chronicle freemen’s (both Puritan and Cavalier) 
escape from the tyranny Laud’s England, turns out 
only adventure story and rather shoddy one 
that. 


Julian Messner. 


Two brothers, Ajax and Gerald Stacy, have made their 
English estate, Stacys Holding, headquarters for rather 
riotous life. disquiet the two observe, albeit some- 
what dimly, the way which William Laud, Archbishop 
Canterbury, smothering English freedom but 
little nothing about until they personally fall under 
Laud’s ban. Gerald, the younger, handsomer and flashier 
the two, begins the story adding Charlotte Ponsonby 
his string conquests. our days Charlotte would 
café society, that day she was lady-in-waiting 
court—in either case her morals lack them would 
the same. One might mention passing that Gerald 
had way with women and was quite happy it. How- 
ever Gerald soon met Clarissa Brinton, “the last virgin 
London”, and was taken completely her air 
innocence. Clarissa had preserved her virginity more 
from business sense rarity that commodity increas- 
ing its value rather than from any ethical promptings. 
this case Gerald was conquered this spurious virginity 
and idealized Clarissa his own true love. the same 


the 
and “‘it 


time Ajax fell love with Clarissa and thus began. one 
those revolving triangles which Gerald loves Clarissa, 
Clarissa loves Ajax (he owns the property), and Ajax 


loves her also but loves Gerald more and renounces her.. 


For several months Gerald has been suspected Laud 
and this time falls under the Archbishop’s active dis- 
pleasure. protect Gerald King Charles “banishes him 
with kiss” granting him 2000 acres Virginia with 
the express stipulation that henceforth live upon them. 
Gerald his extremity goes Clarissa and asks her 
marry him but her mercenary nature comes the front 
and she refuses him scorn. Some ambiguous double- 
talk causes Ajax think that Clarissa responsible for 
all Gerald’s troubles and payment exacts her 
virginity then leaves her and flees Massachusetts 
escape the consequences his own activities inflaming 
London apprentices against the government. Incidentally 
Ajax forthright, liberty-loving English gentleman with 
Runnymede antecedents had been converted Puritanism 
the logical extension basic English liberty even though 
externally shows little resemblance that “stern and 
rockbound” sect. 


When Clarissa hears Ajax’s flight she determines 
have her revenge and the same time secure her future 
materially following and marrying him. She assumes 
that has gone Gerald Virginia and takes passage 
for that colony discover upon her arival Gerald begin- 
ning work the development his plantation, Feather- 
grant. Clarissa sees her predicament and being sensible 
girl takes opportunity she finds it. Gerald easily 
gulled into thinking that love drove her after him and 
marries her. His simplicity great that even 
accepts her premature son his first born although 
reality the product that one passionate episode be- 
tween Ajax and Clarissa. Deprived her chance 
queen over Stacys Holding Clarissa throws herself into 
the work developing Feathergrant that least she 
can have small empire rule. 


Meanwhile Ajax has been suffering with the Puritans 
the Bay colony but eventually acquires several small trad- 
ing vessels with which builds success and modest 
fortune. Finally visits Gerald Feathergrant only 
find Clarissa its lawful mistress and learn that Ajax 
(junior) whom Gerald thinks his first born really 
his own son. The triangle goes back into action with 
Clarissa’s hatred adding extra motive until finally 
resolves itself when Ajax rejects all Clarissa’s advances 
even though still loves her and leaves for short voyage 
taking his namesake with him. returns find Feather- 
grant devastated Indian raid, Gerald dead, and 
Clarissa fleeing. the story ends Ajax and Clarissa 
plight their troth new world Gerald’s bier. 


The Golden Feather purports story adventure 
and romance laid against background the develop- 
ment the colonies Englishmen, Puritans and Cava- 
liers alike, whose love freedom would not permit them 
live peaceably home. general however the back- 
ground material insufficient, poorly delineated and 
worth but scant consideration. Essentially this story 
love and adventure and these respects also scarcely 
even second-rate. The romantic portions are hackneyed, 
the action slow and discontinuous, and short the author 
has achieved very little. Objectionable material includes 
overabundance oaths, lack condemnation the 


Best 


Stacys’ amatory conduct and -of. Clarissa’s 
morality. Because these-deficiencies and because has 
real value the book not recommended. 


Bayler, Walter Last Man Off Wake Island. 
Merrill. April 26, 1943. 367p. $2.75. 


would refreshing have more this type was 
there” book. The author, Lieutenant Colonel the 
United States Marine Corps, the only man escape 
death capture Wake Island, and the only Marine 
who fought there and Midway and Guadalcanal. 
gives unembroidered, business-like, soldier’s narra- 
tive what went through and saw, with some highly 
interesting information regarding his special field, ground- 
plane radio communications. 


There not much emotion the book, which why 
strikes the reader’s emotions with considerable force. The 
author’s final comment the men Wake is, 
“They acted like Marines.” said that, feels 
that has said all. does not care embarrass his 
fellow-fighters calling them the manner 
the whole book, with effective results. The account 
historical document its own right, being the only 
eye-witness story the Wake Island action. 


Bobbs- 


one were sum impressions from Lt. Col. Bayler’s 
narrative, would repetition his own words, 
“Through the steady eyes the men Wake Island 
our country, all us, can see the final victory ahead.” 
(p. 162) 

There are some very informative descriptions the com- 
plicated technique radio direction planes during 
combat, and some very interesting analyses the 
method aerial attack. 

Recommended for the general reader who has grown wary 
first-hand accounts from the battle-front. This that 
book you have been hoping for, which considers the war 
being more important than the author’s personal experi- 


ences and reactions. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 


Benchley, Beside Himself. 
June 1943. 303p. $2.50. 

Benchley large quantities inducive sort auto- 
constipation which more less forces one lay him 
aside until more propitious state literary digestibility 
enables one resume. One very decent thing about 
Benchley that never changes his brand humor— 
you have read one his you have read them all 
save for alterations content material—and therefore 
one can always rely him for more the same when 
one the mood for that sort thing. The latest 
Benchleyan effusion another collection humorous 
short essays rambling from past present and then back 
future every conceivable subject lack subject 
under the sun but nevertheless exactly similar style 
and treatment those which have gone before. There 
are the usual humor paradox, the pun, the reductio 
absurdum otherwise sensible ideas, the mild self-ridicule 
and all the other types for which Benchley known. 
Most the individual pieces bring smile the lips 
the reader, many them evoke quiet and satisfying 
chuckle while few really hit the mark and are worth 
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remembering for several days least. There nothing 
objectionable the book. Benchley addicts will wel- 
come with open arms and uncritical appreciation while 
others may recommended for pleasant occasional 
reading. 


Book the Month Club---June Co-Selection 
(With Dinesen, Winter’s Tales) 


Saunders, Hilary St. George. Combined Operations. 


May 11, 1943. 155p. $2.00. 


Behind this unimaginative but accurate title lurks “the 
official story the Commandos” around whose exploits 
legends already have grown. For the first time have 
access the detailed record the planning, the execu- 
tion and the lessons learned from the offensive operations 
undertaken the forces harbored the British Isles. 


the popular mind perhaps “Commando” has the con- 
notation small group raiders attacking some limited 
object, such the attempt capture kill Marshal 
true, was one Commando operation, 
involving the use infantry and submarine. Other 
operations were larger scale, notably the raid Dieppe 
which land, sea and air power concentrated very 
large objective. the author points out, this three- 
dimensional war. “Troops, even veterans, are useless 
unless the Navy can put them ashore the chosen place 
and the right time, and both may fail there air 
cover above them.” Combined Operations get 
new picture all units working together. Here recorded 
the attacks Glomfjord, Lofoten, Spitzbergen, Vaagso, 
St. Nazaire, Diego Suarez (Madagascar) and, finally, the 
great and largely unsuccessful raid Dieppe. the 
book ends, read the African assault Nov. 1942, 
the first step driving the Axis out that continent. 


The author is, the publishers point out, “half writer”; 
other words collaborator, and very successful too, 
the firm Francis Beeding, successful adventure and 
mystery story writer, and also collaborator the firm 
historical novelists that the pseudonym David 
Pilgrim. Suiting his style the material, Mr. Saunders 
has given straightforward history very concise form 
the major Commando operations. Because its ex- 
tremely factual nature doubt that will appeal par- 
ticularly adolescents although there nothing 
that might considered objectionable for their reading. 


Crime Club---May Selection 


Upfield, Arthur Above the Claypan. Crime 
Club, Doubleday, Doran. May 1943. 280p. $2.00. 
The new adventure which Detective-Inspector Na- 
poleon Bonaparte (“please call finds himself 
involved the mystery abandoned plane which 
completely paralyzed drugged girl found. The 
absence footprints around the plane indicate was 
pilotless when landed. Soon after Bony’s arrival the 
plane blown and further attempt made the 
girl’s life. Bony admits his limitations calling upon 
some his half-caste and aboriginal friends for assistance 
tracking and mind-reading. 

The large number Australian colloquialisms make the 
story drag considerably more than did Murder Down 
Under. will probably not appeal the reader who 
likes take his mystery quick dose. Otherwise rec- 
ommended for general reading. 


Saunders 
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